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Location/Dislocation: Contemporary Work with Middle Eastern Roots

New York; March 30th, 2006: The Pomegranate Gallery is proud to announce a new group exhibition of Middle Eastern art opening March 30th, titled Location/Dislocation: Contemporary Work with Middle Eastern Roots, curated by Karen Shasha. The exhibition will run until May 6th, with an opening reception on Thursday, March 30th, from 6:30-8:30pm.

Though they currently live in the United States, these artists descend from the Middle East in family and history. Their work, however, is no homogenizing blend of East and West; instead each artist works with elements, either visual or conceptual, of their home-now-foreign Middle Eastern culture in juxtaposition with the objects and interpretation of a foreign-now-home western culture. The result includes an often playful and perceptive exploration of cultural identity.

Carole Naggar, an artist born in Egypt who studied in France, has made scroll paintings that deal with gesture and calligraphy.  Many of them are inspired by her investigation of texts in Hebrew and Arabic.  Her work evokes a meditation on the relationship between writing and imagery.

Aissa Deebi is from a Palestinian family in Haifa.  His paintings are from a series abstracting Arabic letters from such words as “Love.”  After a long series of largely political works, he has recently turned towards projects that explore impressions of Middle Eastern culture.

Hamdi Attia was born in Egypt and studied art in Cairo.  His video stills come from a work that investigates cultural translation.  He was inspired by the Arabic translations for dialogue in American films, which render slang and immoral behavior into perfect, classical Arabic.  He explores the cultural assumptions that Arab speakers make, as a result, about American literacy and values.

Karen Shasha was born in the US, but her family came in a Diaspora from Iraq, largely losing touch with their past. In her prints and artist books, her family’s ghost history provides a template for navigating contemporary life in which context and perspective shift rapidly and continuously. 

Pomegranate Gallery was established by the modernist sculptor Oded Halahmy, a thirty-five-year resident of SoHo, whose sculptures will be included in the group exhibition. Says Halahmy, “As an artist born in Baghdad, it is very exciting for me to bring works by Middle Eastern artists, as well as leading contemporary Iraqi artists to New York City.” Halahmy, whose large abstract sculptures are in numerous museums including the Guggenheim, the Hirschhorn, and the Israel Museum in Jerusalem — felt compelled to open a gallery that would introduce Americans to the serious artistic initiatives from the Middle East. He observes that Americans are not only becoming increasingly international in their art collecting, but hopes that his gallery will serve as a cultural ambassador to awaken American consciousness of Middle Eastern Art. In fact Baghdad, Iraq, the cradle of civilization, has historically been viewed as the cultural capitol of the Middle East and primary innovator in the fine arts.”
Halahmy has positioned his gallery to serve as a catalyst for international artistic dialogue. Future exhibitions will continue to feature innovative contemporary art from all of the countries of the Middle East. In addition to contemporary visual art, he will feature readings by authors and poets, as well as musical performances. “Although we are all from different ethnic groups, our objective is to encourage all forms of art as an effective long-term means of fostering the peace dialogue. If we all recognize that the arts can be a powerful unifier of disparate cultures, the chance for peace in Iraq, the Middle East, and around the world will be greatly enhanced.”

The gallery is supported in part by the Oded Halahmy Foundation for the Arts, a 501(c)(3) non-profit cultural organization created to fund original artistic expressions that will promote a greater cultural understanding of the Middle East, thereby fostering peace and hope around the world. The Foundation has already supported a number of Middle Eastern writers and poets by bringing their translated books to the American audience.
Contacts:

Karen Shasha.  Tel: 917.428.3773  e-mail: k2shasha@aol.com
Oded Halahmy.  Tel: 212.260.4014   e-mail: pomegranate133@hotmail.com
The next group exhibition will be curated by Leila Kubba.
