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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Anfal Memory Series: A Solo Exhibition of Ismail Khayat

Opening Reception: Saturday September 9th, 2006, 7:00PM

NEW YORK, September 9, 2006: The Pomegranate Gallery is proud to present Anfal Memory, a series of masks created by Ismail Khayat, running from September 9th through October  21st. This will be Ismail Khayat’s first solo exhibition in the United States. With the Anfal Memory series, Ismail Khayat, the former head of Kurdistan’s Art Department of the Ministry of Culture Art, honors the 182,000 Kurds who were killed by order of Saddam Hussein. Painted in watercolor and India ink, the masks are boldly expressive and colorful, yet stand as memorials created by an artist who escaped the terrible genocide. 

Khayat was born in Khanaken, Kurdistan in 1944, and has been a member of the Iraqi Artist Association since 1965 and the Iraqi Artist Syndicate since 1970. After teaching art in Sulaymania for twenty-four years, he became supervisor of all arts activities in the region, curating numerous art exhibitions throughout Iraq and participating in sixty-five group exhibitions and international exhibitions in Damascus, Jordan, Paris, Japan, Sweden, Russia, eastern Europe, and South Korea.

His work can be found in many European and Japanese private collections, and twenty-five of his works are owned by the Iraqi National Museum. Khayat’s prior visit to the United States was in the summer of 2001, when he participated in the special seminar, “Civil Life in Iraqi Kurdistan” in Washington, DC.

Pomegranate Gallery was established by the modernist sculptor Oded Halahmy, a thirty-five-year resident of SoHo, whose sculptures will be included in the group exhibition. “As an artist born in Baghdad, it is very exciting for me to bring works by Middle Eastern artists, as well as leading contemporary Iraqi artists to New York City,” says Halahmy.  The artist, whose large abstract sculptures are held by museums including the Guggenheim, the Hirschhorn, and the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, felt compelled to open a gallery that would introduce Americans to serious artistic initiatives from the Middle East. He observes that Americans are not only becoming increasingly international in their art collecting, but hopes that his gallery will serve as a cultural ambassador to awaken American consciousness of Middle Eastern Art. 

The Pomegranate Gallery is supported in part by the Oded Halahmy Foundation for the Arts, a 501(c)(3) non-profit cultural organization created to fund artistic expressions that promote a greater cultural understanding of the Middle East, thereby fostering peace and hope around the world. 

