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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

IRAQ: CONTEMPORARY VIEWPOINTS

Opening Reception: Tuesday, November 7th, 2006, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

New York; November 7, 2006: The Pomegranate Gallery is pleased to present the exhibition “Iraq: Contemporary Viewpoints,” on exhibit from November 7th through December 9th, 2006. The artists represented offer assorted portrayals of life in Iraq, ranging from fond memories represented in painting and sculpture to contemporary photography that addresses the reality of life in a state of chaos.

Canadian-born photographer Farah Nosh graduated in 2002 from the Western Academy of Photography in Victoria, British Columbia, where she won awards for best photojournalist and best portfolio. She also holds a Bachelor of Geography from the University of British Columbia.  

In September 2002 Nosh moved to Iraq, where she was one of the few Western freelance photographers working in Baghdad under the regime of Saddam Hussein. Though she is of Iraqi descent, Nosh had never known her family in Iraq. In March 2003, she decided to leave the compound of Western journalists, working under the watchful eye of the Iraqi regime, to live in a small house in western Baghdad with her family. Isolated from the surrounding chaos following the U.S.-led invasion, Nosh developed a wartime photo-reportage of her family.  She has since returned to Iraq repeatedly, both covering the Iraqi civilian side as well as embedding herselfed with among American military forces. Nosh remains committed to exposing the human face of the Iraq war. 

In May 2006, Nosh received a National Geographic Magazine grant to continue her work in Iraq. In March 2005, Photo District News (PDN) chose Nosh as one of their top Thirty Emerging Photographers. Getty Images invited Nosh to join the Editorial Assignment Division in 2004, and she continues to complete assignments there. Some of Nosh’s clients include TIME Magazine, LIFE Magazine, Newsweek Magazine, The New York Times, National Geographic Traveler and The Walrus Magazine.

A native of Russia, Yuri Kozyrev graduated from Moscow State University School of Journalism in 1986. As a photojournalist for the past 20 years, he has covered every major conflict in the former Soviet Union, including two Chechen wars.  Immediately after September 11, 2001, he was one of the first foreign journalists to arrive in Afghanistan, where he documented the fall of the Taliban. 

Kozyrev has spent much of the past 4 years based in Baghdad as a contract photographer for TIME Magazine. He has traveled all over Iraq, photographing different sides of the conflict.   "…In extreme situations you get to see human nature and genuine human emotions in all their intensity," says Kozyrev. Despite the immense difficulties and constant danger he faces in covering this war, he continues to be inspired by the challenge.

Yuri Kozyrev has received numerous honors for his photography, including the World Press Photo Award (four times) for pictures from Chechnya, Iraq and Beslan.  He was the recipient of the Overseas Press Club Oliver Rebbot Award in 2004 for his Iraq coverage. In 2006, he received the ICP Infinity Award for photojournalism.

Tyler Hicks was born in Sao Paulo, Brazil in July 1969.  He graduated with a degree in journalism from Boston University in 1992 and went on to work on as chief photographer at the Troy (Ohio) Daily News, moving to the Wilmington Morning Star, North Carolina where he spent four years as a staff photographer.  Hicks left the paper to pursue international news in Kosovo in 1999, moving to Kenya in 2000-2001 on contract for The New York Times.  Following 9/11, he traveled to Afghanistan to document the war against the Taliban. Hicks was the recipient of the 2001 ICP Infinity Award for photojournalism for his coverage in Afghanistan and awarded the Visa d’Or in Perpignan, France in 2002.  A New York Times staff photographer since 2002, he traveled to Iraq to cover the ongoing conflict from Baghdad.  Though constantly on foreign assignment for The Times, Hicks retains his residence in Brooklyn, New York.
Naziha Rashid was born in Baghdad. She received her Bachelor’s degree in Arabic language and literature in 1952 and  earned a diploma in drawing and painting at the fine art institute in Baghdad in 1955. In 1963, she received a NDD (National Diploma Design scholarship in painting) at the Chelsea School of Art in London, England. She also earned a Master’s Degree in creative arts at the University of Maryland in 1967. Naziha has worked as a college professor and as an exhibitions consultant for exhibitions sponsored by the Islamic Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), office of the Arab League, Rabat, Morocco, 1990-94. Settled in New York since 1994 and retired, Naziha devotes herself to her passion, art. She has participated in various solo and group exhibitions in many Arab countries, Europe, North Africa and North America. 

Osama Khatlan was born in Diwaniya, Iraq in 1954. He studied graphic arts and photography at the Florence State Art Institute in Italy between 1981-1984. He began his career in 1977 working as an editorial cartoonist, drawing cartoons and pictures for three books and numerous newspapers in Iraq, Italy, New York, London. He currently lives and works in New York. Khatlan has exhibited his work widely, including solo exhibitions in Baghdad, London and New York. He also took part in Strokes of Genius: Contemporary Iraqi Art, an exhibition of Iraqi art which toured in England and the U.S. from 2000-2.

Ismail Khayat has drawn critical recognition for a series of masks he calls the “Anfal Memory” series, in honor of the 182,000 Kurds who were killed by order of Saddam Hussein. Painted in watercolor and India ink, the masks are boldly expressive and colorful, yet stand as memorials created by an artist who escaped the terrible genocide. 

Khayat was born in Kurdistan in 1944, and has been a member of the Iraqi Artist Association since 1965 and the Iraqi Artist Syndicate since 1970. After teaching art in Sulaymania for twenty-four years, he became supervisor of all arts activities in the region, curating numerous art exhibitions throughout Iraq and participating in sixty-five group exhibitions and international exhibitions in Damascus, Jordan, Paris, Japan, Sweden, Russia, eastern Europe, and South Korea. His work can be found in many European and Japanese private collections, and twenty-five of his works are owned by the Iraqi National Museum.

The Pomegranate Gallery was established by modernist sculptor Oded Halahmy, a thirty-five-year resident of SoHo, whose recent sculptures will be included in the group exhibition. “As an artist born in Baghdad, it is very exciting for me to bring works by Middle Eastern artists, as well as leading contemporary Iraqi artists to New York City,” says Halahmy. Halahmy, whose large abstract sculptures are in numerous museums including the Guggenheim, the Hirschhorn, and the Israel Museum in Jerusalem — felt compelled to open a gallery that would introduce Americans to serious artistic initiatives from the Middle East. He observes that Americans are not only becoming increasingly international in their art collecting, but hopes that his gallery will serve as a cultural ambassador to awaken American consciousness of Middle Eastern Art. In fact Baghdad, Iraq, the cradle of civilization, has historically been viewed as the cultural capitol of the Middle East and primary innovator in the fine arts.
Halahmy has positioned his gallery to serve as a catalyst for international artistic dialogue. Future exhibitions will continue to feature innovative contemporary art from all of the countries of the Middle East. In addition to contemporary visual art, he has featured readings by authors and poets, as well as musical performances. “Although we are all from different ethnic groups, our objective is to encourage all forms of art as an effective long-term means of fostering the peace dialogue. If we all recognize that the arts can be a powerful unifier of disparate cultures, the chance for peace in Iraq, the Middle East, and around the world will be greatly enhanced”, says Halahmy. 

The gallery is supported in part by the Oded Halahmy Foundation for the Arts, a 501(c)(3) non-profit cultural organization created to fund original artistic expressions that will promote a greater cultural understanding of the Middle East, thereby fostering peace and hope around the world. The Foundation has already supported a number of Middle Eastern writers and poets by bringing their translated books to the American audience.

